to appear in a BBC programme

national youth orchestra for

retire bringing the establish-

2 Strabane Chronicle NEWS Thursday, March 21, 2019
PAT SET TO STAR IN BBC SION MILLS CONDUCTOR IS END OF AN ERA FOR DESSIE'S P

SHOW LOOKING AT LIFE HELPING MAKE MUSIC BAR IN CASTLEDERG o

ALONG THE BORDER MATTER TO EVERYONE Popular barman Dessie wp .- Q'

Strabane's Pat Gillespie is due Brendan Breslin leads the first McGlinchey has decided to

next Wednesday night.

disabled musicians.

© 8

ment to a permanent close.

© 1

All your local entertainment

/)

'
pages... \ ;
[
"
e
THURSDAY 21.03.19 FRIDAY 22.03.19 SATURDAY 23.03.19 SUNDAY 24.03.19 MONDAY 25.03.19 TUESDAY 26.03.19 WEDNESDAY 27.03.19 r
Hit 120 Hi 110 Hi: 9° Hi: 10° Hi: 10° Hit 12 Hi: 120 p “Cop
Lo:9° Lo: 20 [0:3° Lo: 2° Lo: 20 Lo:7° Lo: 8° - /2
i ot
‘s’ Cloudy/showers ‘¢’ Cloudy/showers ‘¢  Showers Cloudy ‘e‘e Rain “e‘e’ Cloudy/rain  “¢® Cloudy/Showe s P L A

Brendan set to paddle his own
canoe... all the way to Manchester

(also pictured).

Brendan Quinn has been motivated to
take up his canoe challenge by his many
relatives and friends who have been
affected by cancer. Pictured is his sister
Rita Quinn who was recently treated for
cancer at The Christie Hospital in
Manchester. While there she was treated
by Strabane woman Siobhan Donaghey
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BY ALAN RODGERS

A STRABANE man is currently
preparing for a mammoth charity
challenge which will see him paddle
his canoe all the way from Tyrone to
Manchester.

Brendan Quinn, who is originally
from Melmount Gardens, intends to
kayak from the River Mourne,
around the coast of Ireland, Scotland
and the Isle of Man before disem-
barking along the Lancashire Canal
in Manchester.

Now living in Galway, Brendan has
been motivated into completing the
challenge by his many relatives and
friends who have been affected by
cancer.

In particular he has been spurred
into action by the experiences of his
sister Rita, who was recently treated
for cancer at The Christie Hospital in
Manchester.

By coincidence, Rita was treated
by a fellow Strabane woman, Siob-
han Donaghey, during her time in
the Manchester hospital.

Brendan’s paddling is all being
done to boost the work of two chari-
ties whose vital work is helping peo-
ple suffering from cancer. They are
the Maggie’s Centres which provide
care to cancer sufferers and the Can-
cer Clinical Research Fund.

Speaking to the Chronicle this
week, Brendan said he is looking for-
ward to the challenge ahead.

“For around two weeks I'm going
to be anxious, tired, suffering from
sickness and generally struggling.

The difference is that I am doing this
by choice, while those with cancer
are struggling with these challenges
all the time,” he said.

“Both charities are particularly
close to my heart. The Maggie’s Cen-
tres offer great care to help those
suffering from cancer to live their
lives to the full. The Cancer Clinical
Research Fund is helping to under-
take and fund the kind of research
that is aiding so many people.

“In many ways, there has never
been a better time to have cancer be-
cause of the many drugs and other
treatments which are available. My
aim in doing this challenge is to high-
light the work of the two charities
and do my little bit to boost the fund-
ing for them.”

An experienced canoeist Brendan
(55) hopes to complete the journey in
10-14 days, and has issued an appeal
for people to join him for particular

"What I'm hoping is that
anyone who knows me
or would like a challenge
will join me for specific
legs of the journey.

After all, the road is
always shortened when
you've got company’

legs of what promises to be an epic
trip and surely the challenge of a life-
time.

Brendan’s initial leg will take him
from Strabane to Moville along the
Mourne and the Foyle. He will then
make the trip across to Scotland, be-
fore heading south to the Isle of Man
and finally across to Manchester via
the canal system.

A son of two former Strabane
teachers - the late Paddy and Una
Quinn, Brendan intends to embark
on his trip on May 16.

“It will be great to move along the
coast of Ireland and see from the ca-
noe sites such as the Carrick-a-Rede
rope bridge and the Giant’s Cause-
way,” he added.

“What I'm hoping is that anyone
who knows me or would like a chal-
lenge will join me for specific legs of
the journey. After all, the road is al-
ways shortened when you've got
company.

“Perhaps the most challenging
part of the whole trip will be from the
Isle of Man to the coast of England, a
section which I'm anticipating will
take around 10 hours non-stop in the
canoe.”

*In total Brendan will travel
around 500km, and anyone who
would like to support him can do so
by visiting his just-giving page at
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/br
endanquinn-kayak or log on to
https://www.idonate.ie/fundrais-
er/11376505_the-brendan-voyage--
500km-for-cancer.html

Strabane native Brendan Quinn intends to kayak from the River Mourne all the way around the coast of Ireland, Scot-
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